Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Groton, SD

January 2023 News

Greetings Emmanuel People!
Grace and peace to you from Christ our Savior, his loving Father, and the Holy Spirit!
This year the confirmation class is studying Lutheran
theology. We started with some basics about Martin
Luther and the Reformation, including learning about
some other Protestant reformers. Then, they learned
about the Lutheran Confessions, aka The Book of Concord, and started to focus on learning from the Small
Catechism. December turned into a long break, so when
they return in January, we’ll be talking about the Apostles Creed.
In my confirmation experience, we spent one year
learning stories from the Old Testament, one year
learning about and from the New Testament, one year
focused on the Small Catechism by Martin Luther, and a
few months in the fall meeting at the funeral home talking about our favorite verses and faith connections. At
least, that’s how I remember it—maybe Pastor Halverson, Pastor Grorud, and Pastor Peterson would disagree. Anyway, while I’m certain it was mentioned, I
don’t remember really talking much about the The Book
of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church. As a pastor, I’ve tried to make sure the students
hear of it, but also haven’t spent much time on it as a
whole. This year’s lucky group will learn more about it
, and so, my dear newsletter readers, will you!
The Book of Concord is actually a collection of essays,
booklets, and foundational creeds that clarify core Lutheran Christian beliefs. As followers of Christ with a
Lutheran perspective, the The Book is Concord is the
second place we go to explore the roots of our faith and
inform how that faith grows into the future. The first,
and primary, place we go for that is to the Word of God.
That is one of our core beliefs as Lutherans—the Word
of God is Jesus the Christ who is revealed to us through
Word (reading the Bible, preaching, worship, prayer)
and Sacrament (Holy Baptism and Holy Communion).

Much as I hate to admit, the ELCA branch of Lutheranism tends to spend less time obviously or clearly integrating the Lutheran Confessions into congregational
life or study. It’s one of the reasons LCMSers call us
Lutheran Lite. In the global Lutheran church, the Lutheran Confessions tend to be much more popular and
cherished by followers than it is in the United States
(that’s true for all the Lutheran branches here, not just
the ELCA).
That said, all of you know portions of The Book of Concord, often quite well. It starts with The Three Chief
Symbols—more commonly known as the Apostles
Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed.
More on them next month (if you’re curious about the
Athanasian Creed, it’s in the LBW—green, hardcover
hymnal). Other familiar parts include The Small Catechism (1529) and The Large Catechism (1529)—so
some of you even have part of The Book of Concord
memorized!
Less familiar parts include: Preface to the book of Concord (1580), The Augsburg Confession (1530), Apology
of the Augsburg Confession (1531), The Smalcald Articles (1537), Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the
Pope (1537), and the Formula of Concord (1577).

In the next few months, I’ll write more about each section.
May God be with you at the start of this new calendar
year and always!
In Christ,
Pastor Kari

If your birthday is not listed or listed incorrectly, please let
the church office know. It may be that we do not have
your information on file.
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Pat Larson
Kara Anderson
Eugene Brolin
Dragr P.J. Monson
Travis Townsend
Kayla Lehr
Austin Anderson
Cassandra Townsend
Emily Dinger
Todd Anderson
Ella Johnson
Nicholas Morris
Monte Sippel
Lori Westby
Debra McKiver
Loren Locken
Ayce Warrington
Ashley Feist
Ann Sheridan Kolb
Kira Clocksene
Logan Clocksene

NOISY CAN OFFERINGS
Bring your change to church and drop it
in the Noisy Can. These offerings for
JANUARY will benefit the Woyatan Mobile Warming Station in Rapid City.
Thank you for your generosity!

Some changes have happened to our newsletter.
We will be utilizing the file box system, similar to
how the annual reports and information booklet
are distributed. On the 26th of the month your
newsletter can be found in your file.
We will give you a week to pick them up and then
they will be mailed.
If you requested the newsletter be emailed to you, we
will do that. Those who live farther away or who don’t
travel, we’ll mail the newsletter right away. If you
want yours mailed right away, let us know and we’ll do
so.
To make changes to your newsletter mailing preference, please contact:
√ Church office—605-397-2354
√ Patty—Call or text 605-824-4417
√ Email—emmanuelgrotonsecretary@outlook.com
Thank you for being good steward of our resources by
saving postage.

Keep the church current
with your :
√ mailing address
√ e-mail address
√ phone numbers

Please be good stewards and
clean when scheduled.
Thank you.
Happy New Year everyone! Such a great time to
be together with family and friends to celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ!
December was a little bit of a discombobulated
month in youth group! We were going to meet on
December 7th, the first Wednesday of the month
and the week after we decorated the church for
Christmas, but due to us being teenagers and being
so busy everybody forgot! Next, we were to meet
on the 14th with the Methodist Church to go Christmas caroling, but due to the weather we were unable to do that.
So that brings us to the last meeting before
Christmas on the 21st when we plan to collect items
for the pantry that everyone has brought in from
the reverse Advent calendar. If you did not get a
chance to see what the reverse advent calendar is,
it is like an advent calendar except instead of
getting a gift each day until Christmas, you go out
and buy one nonperishable food item everyday
that can be donated to our local food pantry. It’s a
very cool way to give back to your community!
We are not meeting at all over Christmas break
but will meet again after the break and hopefully
finish our room! Hope everyone had a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year!
Emily Clark
Youth Representative

~Just an FYI ~
❖ Bulletin deadline is Thursday’s
❖ Newsletter deadline is the 20th of the month.
If you need to provide something for the bulletin
or newsletter and you need more time, please let
Patty know and something will be worked out.

CHURCH CLEANERS ~ JANUARY
Kitchen & Bathrooms
1-01 / 1-07 Volunteer
1-08 / 1-14 Carol Kutter Family
1-15 / 1-21 Mike & Lorrie Weber
1-22 / 1-28 Justin Cleveland Family
Fellowship Hall & Entry
1-01 / 1-07 Jon & Jerrie Vedvei
1-08 / 1-14 Neil Warrington Family
1-15 / 1-21 Kevin Kotzer Family
1-22 / 1-28 Sherri Profeta Family
Sunday School Rooms & Weed Landscaping
1-01 / 1-07 Jason McComsey Family
1-08 / 1-14 Ryan Tracy Family
1-15 / 1-21 Shane Clark Family
1-22 / 1-28 BJ Clocksene Family
Sanctuary
1-01 / 1-07
1-08 / 1-14
1-15 / 1-21
1-22 / 1-28

Dean & Kellie Townsend Family
Desiree Craig Family
John Kroll Family
Wendy Monson

If you are not able to clean on the week you are
scheduled, it is YOUR responsibility to find some
one to trade with or cover your area.
THANK YOU FOR SERVING GOD!
Any questions may be directed to
Property / Grounds Trustee,
BJ CLOCKSENE (605) 380-5330.

CAN YOU
HELP?
Pastor Kari
Monday = 1-4 pm
Tuesday = 9:30 am—12:30 pm
Friday = Day off
Other hours by appointment
Vary so please call or text
605-252-9367

Church Secretary—Patty
Vary so please call or text
605-824-4417

~ Ushers ~
We could use a few more ushers to place on the
ushering schedule. If you are currently not ushering and would be willing to do so or if you are on
the schedule and would be willing to usher more
than once per year, please contact the church
office.

There is clip board on the serving window in
kitchen area, for you to sign up to provide
treats and serve coffee. Please choose a Sunday that will work for you and thank you in
advance for serving.
Any questions please contact Melinda Eikamp.
This is in addition to serving for funerals etc.
Thank you!

ROSEWOOD ~
Each month, Pastor Kari & Amy
lead a brief service of worship at
Rosewood. Usually, this happens on the 3rd Saturday of the
month at 10 am.
AVANTARA ~
Pastor Kari & Amy also lead worship at Avantara.
Our current schedule is the 3rd Sunday of the month at
3 pm.
If you are interested in attending or helping, please let
Pastor Kari know.

If you have a hospitalization and / or
an emergency, please contact:
Pastor Kari Foss
605-397-2006 (parsonage)
605-397-2354 (church)
605-252-9367 (cell)
OR
Shane Clark
605-216-5170

Emmanuel has a FACEBOOK page.
Please “like” and “share” our page.
We will try to keep you up to date
on happenings at Emmanuel.

Recycle Ink Cartridges
Bring your empty ink cartridges to
the church and place in the box
designated for recycling of the cartridges. Just the small
ones from Ink Jet Printers. Thank you.

COMING SOON
Various booklets which include the schedules for 2023 will be available on Sunday,
Jan 15, 2023.
Please check the file box on the table in the
fellowship hall. Your information will be in
there. Please take it from the folder.
Your newsletter may be in this file if you
did not request to get it to be emailed to
you.
Thank you for picking up these items!

It is imperative the deadlines listed below are
met so that everything can be typed, copied,
collated and bound in time for you to pick up
your copy on Sun. Jan. 15, 2023.

Annual Meeting date is
January 22, 2022
Reports are due as follows:
Non-Financial ~ due Dec. 20, 2022
Financial ~ due Jan. 9, 2023
THANK YOU!

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

January the beginning of another year. Installation of officers both for circles and WELCA will be
held this month.
The new circle booklets are in the file box. If you
did not get one please let me or Patty know.
I would like our WELCA and women who do not
attend the meetings be more active this year with
stewardship projects. February we do our valentine boxes for college freshmen. I would like to
have a project a month so if you have any ideas
let me know.

Church

605-397-2354

Shane Clark (President)

605-216-5170

John Kroll

605-216-8264

(Vice Pres.)

Ann Gibbs (Secretary)

605-290-0677

Angie Osterman (Financial Sec.)

605-380-4774

Holly Johnson (Treasurer)

605-294-5835

Becky Kotzer (Worship)

605-216-8894

Christina McComsey (Co-Education)

605-382-7204

Desiree Craig (Co-Education)

605-824-0685

Amy Warrington (Evangelism)

605-216-0213

Jerrie Vedvei (Stewardship)

605-380-0701

Mike Weber (Budget)

605-397-7077

B J Clocksene (Property / Grounds)

605-380-5330

Emily Clark (Youth Rep)

605-824-4075

Ryan Kutter (Head Usher)

605-397-7616

Amy Warrington (Music Director)

605-216-0213

Melinda Eikamp (WELCA Pres.)

605-397-2392

Patty Tastad (Secretary)

605-824-4417

Pastor Kari (Parsonage)

605-397-2006

New Business:

Dec. 2022
Emmanuel Council meet on Mon, Dec 19, 2022
@7:00pm
Present: Pastor Kari, Shane, John, Emily, Mike, Patty,
BJ, Ann, Angie, Amy
Absent: Christina, Jerrie, Desiree, Becky, Holly

Mission Statement: “To Live by Faith, to be Known
by Love, and to be a Voice of Hope through God’s
Grace.”
Call to Order: President Shane Clark
Prayer and Scripture: Matthew 1:18-24-we read and
discussed the birth of Jesus
Approval of Consent Agenda: Add in Pastor’s mileage
to the consent agenda, reviewed and moved by BJ
and seconded by John.
Consent Agenda:
Secretary’s Report-Ann
Financial Secretary’s Report-Angie
Treasurer’s Report-Holly
Pastor’s Mileage: 77 miles
Old Business:
Sound System/Tech committee update-Wi-Fi is installed, and it is password protected, the guest
password is the same. If anyone needs to print
something, they need to do it from Pastor’s and/
or Patty’s computer. We used a microphone on
the organ for the Livestreaming-it is working ok.
Still waiting on a call back from Pauer Sound.
Nominating Worksheet Part 1-council positionsempty positions-we are still looking for vice president, treasurer, stewardship deacon and worship
deacon.
Nominating Worksheet Part 2-need to finalize for
ballot in annual report - the Endowment Fund
(immediate position) is a position we need to fillplease consider this position.
Proposed 2023 budget-Mike met with the committee
and made a proposal for 2023 for a proposed
amount of $161,000. We will approve at our January council meeting. Angie made a motion to approve this to recommend to the congregation and
seconded by John.

Noisy Can designation: January-Woyatan Mobile
Warming Station, February -Pine Ridge Emergency Fuel Fund and March-Benny Anonymous at
the Groton School.
January Council Meeting-Pastor will send out a doodle poll, please respond.
A small stepstool was donated for younger children
to be able to reach the sinks in the women’s restroom.
Any Other Business to come Before the Council:
none
Pastor’s Report: Pastor and Amy were not able to go
to Avantara this past week because of illness, and it
was shut down.
Education Deacon’s Report: Christina/DesireeChristina closed out the Sunday School checking account. She will drop off the check this week. Sunday
School Christmas program was Sunday and went
well.
Worship Deacon’s Report: This Wednesday, December 21st is the Longest Night Service at 7:15pm.
Evangelism Deacon’s Report: Amy had nothing to
report.
Stewardship Trustee’s Report: The Chapel Area is
complete and looks great.
Property Trustee’s Report: BJ-has a call in to have
the heater looked at.
Youth Representative Report: Emily-League has not
met.
Devotions: BJ-Let It Snow-What Winter Says about
God-every flake is sent by God.
Adjournment-Angie moved, and Pastor Kari seconded.
Close with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Council Meeting, January 10th at 7pm.
Ann Gibbs, Council Secretary

INCOME
Designated Income
Church Maintenance
Thrivent

Treasurer’s Report ~ November 2022

TOTAL Designated Income
Designated Offering
General Fund
Memorial
Noisy Can-Coffee Money
TOTAL Designated Offering
Other Income
Checking Account Interest
Miscellaneous
TOTAL Other Income
Undesignated General Pledges
Offering-Pledge Cash
Offering-Pledge Checks
TOTAL Undesignated General Pledges
Undesignated Loose Offering
Offering - Loose Cash
Offering - Loose Checks
TOTAL Undesignated Loose Offering
TOTAL INCOME
General Checking Account
Previous Month's Ending Balance
Plus Offering
Less Expenses
Available Balance on November 30, 2022
Breakdown of Designated Monies
Augustana PACT
Electric Project
Faith Forever
Youth Program
Gladys Holler-NeSoDak
Shed & Landscaping
Memorials
Banner Fund
Tables
Camperships
Choir Fund
Men's Group
Washer/Dryer (Parsonage)
Thrivent (General Projects)
Church Improvements
Noisy Can/Coffee Money
Thanksgiving
Parsonage Repairs
Pew Cushions
Bathroom Project
Livestreaming Project - Memorial
Coffee Pot Fund
Sunday School Project
Organ Fund
Lawn Care/snow removal
Food Pantry
Total Designated Monies on Nov 30, 2022

$15,180.00
$165.00
$15,345.00
$1,495.00
$200.00
$179.14
$1,874.14
$28.19
$10.00
$38.19
$34.00
$19,377.65
$19,411.65
$249.00
$20.00
$269.00
$36,937.98
$83,951.94
$36,937.98
$22,703.79
$98,186.13
$37.25
$91.05
$100.00
$310.00
$2,140.21
$1,286.18
$2,905.23
$535.00
$1,268.09
$4,128.00
$1,003.50
$111.00
$1,331.22
$7,392.48
$3,127.60
$179.14
$110.00
$100.00
$100.00
$149.00
$500.00
$121.00
$150.00
$100.00
$700.00
$55.75
$35,031.70

EXPENSES
Church-Parsonage
Church Repairs
Church Utilities
Custodian Supplies
Grounds Maintenance
Insurance
TOTAL Church-Parsonage
Designated Expenses
Miscellaneous
Noisy Can—Coffee money
Total Designated Expenses
Office-Administration
Computer & Copier Expenses
Federal Employee Taxes
Office Supplies & Miscellaneous
Parish Secretary
Telephone & Internet
TOTAL Office-Administration
Parish Education
Congregational Events
Periodicals
TOTAL Parish Education
Pastoral Ministry
Housing Equity
Mileage
Parsonage Utilities
Pastor's Salary
Pension, Medical, Dental
TOTAL Pastoral Ministry
World Mission & Benevolence
ELCA & SD Synod
TOTAL World Mission & Benev
Worship
Livestreaming worship service
Music Director
Organ & Piano Maintenance
Organist
Worship Supplies
TOTAL Worship
TOTAL EXPENSES

$260.00
$100.00
$484.50
$260.00
$85.40
$1,189.90
$22,703.79

OVERALL TOTAL

$14,234.19

Holly Johnson, Treasurer

$22.98
$602.91
$484.50
$2,050.00
$416.92
$3,577.31
$7,844.29
$466.25
$8,310.54
$191.44
($227.10)
$321.93
$1,034.00
$184.04
$1,504.31
$77.75
$62.94
$140.69
$125.00
$387.50
8.52
$3,958.30
$1,523.65
$6,002.97
$1,978.07
$1,978.07

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
1006 N Second Street
PO Box 137
Groton, SD 57445
Phone 605-397-2354
Email: emmanuelgrotonsecretary@outlook.com
www.grotonelca.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Vision STATEMENT
“To live by faiTh, To be known
by love, and to be a voice of
hope Through god’s grace”

Worship with Us!
9 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
(Sept-May)

All are Welcome!

